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* The term "farm" as used in this circular refers to the farm and home as an 
economic unit and to. the various individuals comprising the operator's family. 
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Purpose and Nature of Study 


The extension study described in this circular was made by the Office of 
Cooperative Extension Work in cooperation with the Extension Service of the 
State Agricultural College of Colorado. It is one of © series of studies mde 
by the Office of Cooperative Extension Work in the various parts of the country 
to determine the extent to which farmers and farm women are accepting the im- 
proved methods taught by the extension service. In eidition to recording im- 
proved practices adopted on the farms or in the homes as 2 result of extension 
effort, information was also obtained relative to the means and agencies employed 
in extension work that have been influential in bringing about the acceptance of 
these practices: also relative to the influence of such factors as condition of 
jand occupancy, size of farm, distance from county extension office, participa- 
tion in extenion activities, contact with extension workers and similar factors 
upon the effectiveness of extension work, 


Personal calls were made by representatives of the federal and state ex- 
tension services to each farm located in the area selected and information ob- 
tained from both the farmer and the farm woman wherever possible. (Fig. 1.) 

No information was obtained from people living in villages or in the open country 
who did not operate farms, 


FARM AND HOME SURVEY OF THE RESULTS OF EXTENSION WORK 


Communi ty __Farm No, Rates Ree? 1h Cine O\ 9 2 SOG we kee 
Name omen Address Se ee ih ae es Meee iim,” te 
Type of farming ee Ee en irriey Ram (OD. y Oat seen 
Number in family: Adults _ Juniors | azes Miles to azents! office 


Connection with extension work ve 
Member what farmers!’ cooperative ass'ns_ ~.. Other Formers Assoc. 
Extension activities on farm__ 
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Corre spondence (cor, ): office calls(o.c,); telephone calls (tel.): farm 
visits (f,v.); study courses (st.c.); leader training (l,tr.);tmlletins 
(tal.); circular letters (cir,1,); meetings (mtg. ); news service (n.s,); 
extension schools fe,s,); demonstrations: Adult (dem.a.)} junior (dem.Jdr, ); 
indirect contacts (ind,). 


Fig, 1 (a).-Obverse side of questionnaire card used in collecting data, 


2038 


* 
‘ 
‘ 
a 
4 
7 
i 
‘| 
404 
\ 4 7 
er 
is 
fc 
’ 
U ut . 
abd vp % o * #6 ait a te 
i oe a at ok, tee ae “ a ‘etsy bt aie SETS) re a 
a ‘ 
; ye 
- 
ih ‘ 
/ 
» ‘ 
i y 
iran kay, Ree cl dog 
af : er a et 
ween ere 
Bree ae (Hp dae bn 6 ey) sertlng t ‘ 
ay ; hoc?) 2s Gs Rear aes 
a ‘ Pap on ye ered ‘ Mee 
BOTT EY SCG wna See ss Cee ey ae ney 


tA CAE aK | 


-~4- 


List below names of members of family who have carried on a junior project. 


a a a 


m : Present Shee ® uaene Ue 
Name age : work ; Project 
Es Ase : asi ah SR OOM Teall GTS Rents SAN Oise ANS LSS a 
or tale Ta aaa alse As NAR I lied CE I RSI Sie a 
Training after : Present Vierrecenu Contact, F standing in 
Club work =: occupation :with extension work: community 
ay : : : 
. : H ene 
C. : ‘ : ah 
How has your commnity benefited through extension work? 
Suggestions for the improvement of the service: 
Attitude toward extension work 


Extension Services of the Colorado State College of Agriculture and of the 
United States Department of Agriculture cooperating. 


Fig. 1 (b).-Reverse side of questionnaire card used in collecting data 


Area, Included in Study 


Logan County was selected for the study. This was the first county in Col- 
orado to cooperate with the State agricultural college in the employment of an ex 
tension agent. A home demonstration agent as well as an agricultural agent had 
been employed several years prior to the making of this study, The area studied 

comprises the entire southern half of Logan County, including large dry land sec- 
tions as well as a substantial block of irrigated farms along both banks of the 
South Platte River. The chief agricultural industries are sugar beet growing on 
the irrigated lands of the valley and grain farming on the dry plains, Swine 
raising is an important livestock enterprise on many of the valley and some of 

the dry lend farms. Beef cattle are also important on some farms. Owing to 

low prices for grain and low yields due to drought, large dry land areas sub- 
divided during and immediately following the war had already been largely abandoned 
and were gradually being returned to caitle grazing, 
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Brief History of Extension in the Area . 


Cooverative extension work in Logan County was inaugurated on October 1, 
1912, when D. C. Bascom was appointed as agriculturel agent. He was succeeded 
in 1916 by George C. Burkhalter, who in turn was succeeded by the present ag~ 
riculturel agent, James E, Morrison in 1918. A home demonstration agent was 
first employed in 1918. Suzanne Thompson contimed to serve as home demonstra- 
tion agent until 1023 when she was succeeded by the present home demonstration 
agent, Margaret Cochran. A county club agent, Charles W. Stocker, was employed 
for a few months during the summer of 1922, 


For several years, the farm bureau was the farmers! organization in the 
county cooperating in the conduct of extension work. This organization had 
ceased to function several years prior to the making of the field study. Since 
the discontinuance of the farm bureau as a county extension association, the 
extension agents have gradually been developing an informal system of advisory 
committees. Only vart of the county was organized with such committees at the 
time the field data were collected during the autumn of 1924. 


en a a ne ee 


Information was obtained from 765 of the $11 farms and homes located in 
the area, The remaining homes were visited, in some cases several times, with 
out finding any one at home to furnish the information desired, Fifty-seven per 
cent of the farms were operated by their owners and 43 per cent by tenants. 
There were 2,2 adults on the average farm. Seventy-six per cent of the farms 
had children under 21 years of age living on the farm, The number of children 
on such farms was 3.2, Twenty-five per cent of the farms were located in the 
irrigated valley and 75 ver cent of the farms were located on the dry plains. 
Forty-six per cent of the homes were equivrped with telephones, Thirty-two per. 
cent of the farms were located on improved highways (concrete, macadam, gravel), 
The average size of farm was 355 acres and the average distance from the county 
extension office was 16 miles, (Table 1, 


Table 1, - General information relating to farms included in study 


a ee 


Item * Number ; Percentage 
Worm and howe recorde Obtained-~----------_---- sll -} Top) & 100 
HIOMES Ns, else Sotsl inte ls inhi ies o/ oyrag st cise re Rl Sania oa ape ea ER ES ty Ma as 57 
ENGR, Gym ere Ae I eg AL On Ge Cie ieee eae de nek en de ae se EE eee poe shh itt: Bie 43 
Adults ver farm---~--~---~~-------~-~-~--~+-~=---~+--~+--~+-----+- : en pa 
Marne wit incr ioremmundem cd) years-~.+--0- 2 lk 4 MR BE. 76 
Children per farm with children-~-~------------------------- ; Beaten -- 
Irrigated farms--------- won nen ee 2 == - : nie ae 25 
Dry-land farms---~---------------------------------~+--+------- : ican ts 15 
iverace Size of farm (acres )--~-+--+--~+--- Me rae ae aah Sh ARR es a 
Pore ine vine. tele wnones-—--------4-4=-—--—— See we om ape la Edn Sua Sea LS U6 
Garms ocated on improved roads--2--—--------+_=-.--.--+---_- SOLE ions 32 
Farms located on unimproved roads-~-------------------------- Peis Ly) et 68 
Average distance to county extension office------ be esha aaron mu LGhi lc 2 
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Membership in Cooperative Association 
From the stendpoint of number of members, the farmers! union was the leading 
farmers’ organization in the area studied, 13 per cent of the farmers being mem- 
bers of this organization. (Table 2,) The other important fermers' organizations 
were the grain marketing association with le ver cent of tre farms represented, 
the beet growers! association with 12 per cent of the farms and tke livestock-ship-~ 
ping association with 7 ner cent of the farms enrolled as members, 


Table 2. ~- Membership in cooperative associations 


nia "Number : Percentage 

Name of association : of SO Le ere 
a PO IY 5 ; members : farms 
Farmers) Uni on--~-—- why toys olay bd we CANS Rnd ye pk at i, ON pp ee ae : 102 : 15 
Bee te SSO 01S 10 Nivea ee ee a : 30 : 12 
Pe eee Ronee Ne eo Cie UL One ea a i ee en : 88 : Ae 
Livestock-Shipping Association------~- wo --------------- ~~! De : 
et ee at ma ap roi Sn A ign hen ‘ 3 : Zs 
OE FSSA SVT one > IP Wants Pant emp gee ame ne nn a ep, en : Ly. : 2 
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Participation in Extension Activities and Contac’ 
with Extension Workers 

In the case of 6 per cent of 765 farms from which records were obtained, the 
farm operator, his wife, or some Bihar member of the family was either a local leader 
of extension work or had served in this capacity at some previous time. (Table 3.) 
Extension activities such as field demonstrations, field metings, and the like had 
been conducted on & per cent of the farms, and in 6 per cent of the farm homes, 
Sixty-one per cent of the farms head been represented in extension activities on 
neighbors! farms or at community centers. Boys and girls were either enrolled in 
club work or had been so enrolled in the past in the case of 16 per cent of all the 
farms. 


Table 3, — Participation in extension activities and contact 
with extension workers 


a - m  t  t ee e 


Item : Number : Percentage 

Pa TN le re cae aa a ae as a pa a pa : 765 : 100 
Henne re presented. by locad deaderg—4=—--...-- +--+... =~ : Lg : 6 
Farms on which extension activities were Satan ted eet tee : 60 : 3 
Homes in which extension activities were conducted----+---- : Lg : 6 
Farms participating in other extension activities--------- : 467 : 61 
Farms with boys and girls in club work---------------~---- : 125 : 16 
Farms reporting contact with: : : 

Some member of the extension service-~-~--- wane nnn net 549 : 70 

County agent----- Eee ie Ae eee Ba ed $ 460 : 60 

Home demonstration agent------~--~-----------~---~-------- : 259 ; 34 

Specialists---------- aaa -- wenn n--- ween eee + : 208 : ay 
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Contact with some representative of the extension service wos revorted by 
some member of the farm family in the case of 70 per cent sei ie farms. Sixty. per 
cent of the farms reported being in touch with the ‘county ag , 34 per cent with 
the home demonstration agent ond 27 per cent with one or more hee the suoject-matter 
Specialists located at the college. 


Forms and Homes Reached 


According to information furnished by the farmer and his wife, 75 per cent 
of all the farms from which information was obtained had been effectively reached 
by extension work, that is, reported having ewes one or more farm or home prac- 
tices being taught by the extension service, (Table 4.) The avereze number of 
practices changed on these farms was 3. An average of 2,4 agricultural practices 
per farm was reported adopted in the case of 69 per cent of the farms, Thirty- 
one per cent of the farm homes had chenzed on the average 1,8 home economics 
practices, 


Table 4, + Farms and homes reporting the adoption of new practices 


ood deci Sa a Raden oe —saaceeeneaen —aeneeiaenaete 


Number : Percentage 


Item : 
re DEO YNOG — eS et ee aN ct RAE fT : ze 
Farms on which some practices had been mneed - = : Dro : is 
Average number of practices changed ui form-------------- : 8 : -- 
Farms on which sgricultural practices had been changed----: 30 : 6 
Average number of agricultural ee are change d---------- : 2,4 : mata 
Homes in which home-economics practices had been chenged--: 239 ; aL 
Average number of home-economics practices changed-------- : 1.8 : -- 
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In so far as it was possible to obtain the information, an effort was made to 
learn which of the common methods employed in extension work hed in any way been re- 
sponsible for influencing the famer or farm woman to mut into practice the teachings 
of the extension service. A record was also made of the extension agent or agents 
involved in each case. In some cases the adoption of the practice was due to the 
cumulative effect of several methods while in others the adoption was due toa 
particular effort. There were also cases where the farmer or the farm woman was 
willing to give the extension service credit for influencing him to accept an im- 
proved practice without his being able to clearly identify the influences which 
affected the adoption of such practices. 


For purposes of this study, the common methods employed in extension work 
have been roughly divided into three groups: (1) The propaganda group, including 
general meetings, bulletins, Circular letters, mblicity, articles, and other means 
largely devoted to urging, in a wholesale way, the acceptance of better farm and home 
practices; (2) the personal-service group, including farm and home visits, office 
calls, correspondence and Similar means largely concerned with rendering By aletuaen 
to the individual farmer and farm woman; (3) the object-lesson group, including adult 
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and junior demonstrations, aiming to show bz practical application the desirability of 
adopting certain improved practices, In the case of 327 or 57 per cent of the 573 
farms reporting the adoption of some new practice, the influence of methods falling in 
the propaganda group were reported. Methods falling in the personal service group 
were reported by 249 or 43 per cent of the farms. Object-lesson methods were reported 
by 248 or 43 per cent of the farms. Indirect influences which could not be definitely 
assigned to the group of methods mentioned above were reported in the case of 315 farms 
or 55 per cent of the farms changing practices. 


Seventy-seven per cent of the farms resdbetl mentioned the influence of the county 
agricultural egent, 42 per cent the influence of the home Jemonstration agent and 12 
per cent the influence of the subject-miter specialists. it will, of course, be noted 
that the same farm may have been influenced by methods falling in more than one group 
and by more than one kind of extension agent. (Table 5.) 


Table 5. - Methods which influenced farms to change practices 
and extension agent involved 


{Hn 


a a pres 


Item :  Mumber : Percentage 
Farms on which sore prectice had been changed—~------ a : 573 ce 
Farms influenced by: : : 
Propaganda me thods---------- pee eg ree AE a Saale Ne a ee Mn a ve Ayn 327 . 57 
Personal-service rethods------- cM er Sn as Sep CRP : euig : L3 
Objeet-tesson methods—~---—...._-_.-_.-..-~__---~.--~~--~—-- : ous : 3 
Indirect influences-----------___-__--___._._.--_-~..-- a 316 : 55 
County agent-----------~-----------~~------~------- ee tes : UY1 : 77 
Home demonstration agent--------------~------~----------- : 239 : ye 
Ge Vee Ge ee ee eee EA 08 CN en eee : 6g : 12 


——. a i as rn a at rn EE pe 


Practices Changed and Influences Responsible 


A total of 1,734 different farm and home practices were reported adovted by the 
573 farms effectively reached by extension. One thousand three hundred two of these 
practices related to agriculture ani 432 to home economics. The extension methods 
responsible for securing the acceptance of these practices as weli as the extension 
agent involved were reported in each case. (Table 6.) The groups of methods main- 
tained ahout the same general relationship to each other as in the case of farms 
reached above. Propaganda methods were reported in connection with 42 rer cent of all 
the practices adopted, object lesson methods in connection with 31 per cent of the 
practices, personal service methods in 29 per cent of the practices and indirect 
influences in the case of 28 per cent of the practices. The county agricultural agent 
was mentioned in the case of 54 per cent of all practices changed, the home demonstra- 
tion agent in connection with 29 per cent and the subject-matter specialist in connec- 
tion with 7 per cent, In connection with the farms and practices influenced by the 
subject-matter specialists, it must be keot in mind that only a comparatively small 
number of specialists are employed by the agricultural college in Colorado, the number 
being approximately one srecialist for each six counties in tte State. 
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Table 6. - Methods which influenced chenges in practices 


ae re a a Ar ar — tape A eA | ee ht eg 


Item : Momber : Percentage 
° . 4 
Practices vee eee eee ee Or ee as) Pah) ue a anaes 
[rewire prac jee Charecd-—..5.--- 2-5. yee fy L30e 4 
Home-economics practices changed----~—-~-~------~--~_..----~~ : 432 : 
Practices influenced by: : : 
te ed ce a re row ye oo emo en : 73 : ie 
Personal-service methods-~~------------------~---------- : BOT : 29 
Object-lesson methods--~------------ sc nlf octal elec afin : 508: ° 31 
Indirect influences-~--~~---~------------------~--------- : ae: es 
County agent---~-~-------------~------------------------ : She ies Dt 
Home demonstration agent-~-------~-------~-~-------~----- : 5 2g 
Specialists--~---~-----------~--~---~-------=-~-~-------- : 115: i 


The relative frequency with which the individual methods were revorted is 
shown in Table 7. Meetings end indirect influences head the list with 28 per cent 
of the practices involved. Adult demonstrations follow closely, being reported in 
ConmectLon Winnie, per cent of all practices. The office call, the farm visit, 
news service and extension Miletins are th other methods reported in the case of 
@ considerable number of prectices. “The influence of the junior demonstration was 
reported in connection with 4 yer cent of all practices. 


Table 7. -.Relative frequency with which extension methods were reported 
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Percentage orf 


Methoc : bj j 
Method practices changed 


s 
ee eo ae re ae a ee rn me He ey eee Fee mS Oe ree a em em te ee eee 


TO CIC we oe le we coy ps gan A ig een lg i pees ay PN ope pin ey ae : ais 
Meetings~-----~-~--~~----.- ES a i os : CG 5 
BeOS Ci am Ss le ees em we a : 26.9 
ayy eRe ete ee te it a a Oe a is : 14.9 
ie ee a ee ee a me =! af Mal 
News service------ JS ne aes ee Sy CR a PU OE ere ye eee : 12.6 
Bulletins—-----~- Se ERE ee oe aa me we we a a ee ‘ AE ay 
ree et ie One ee : are) 
Extension schools----------— ee re : ea: 
Corre snondenceé ~~-~----~ --~----- +--+ - - en ner neni OWG 
Te lé phone------~--------__-_-.. +--+ 5 se = = = : Ono 


A list of the practices reported adooted by at least 2 per cent of the farms 
and homes is given in Table §. In the case of agricultural practices, 2h per cent 
of the farms reported growing one or more of the vetter varieties of wheat intro- 
duced into the county by the extension service. fourteen per cent reported follow- 
ing methods advocated in poisoning grasshoppers. Fourteen per cent of the farms 
had culled vouliry, 12 per cent were growing a better variety of corn, 12 wer cent 
had poisoned prairie dogs and 10 per cent hed received assistance in swine breeding. 
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In the case of home economics practices, the cannine of fruits and vegetables heads 
the list with 17 per cent of the ia involved. Millinery practices were reported 
adopted by & per cent of the homes, general sewing oy 10 per cent of the homes and 
6 per cent of the homes had made sole paper dress forms. A large mumber of mis- 
cellaneous egricultural and home economics practices involving less than two per 
ent of the farms and homes were also reported. 
Table &. ~ improved practices adopted by two per cent of the farms or home: 
Practice : Number of farms: Percentage of all farms 
“Agricu itural vracti ces: a by < ise CHL IM tie ie ky 
Rieeeiaraetaeses week eee : 1s : on, iy 
OM Cty yt : Ad : 14.5 
Grasshopper poisoning-----------~----- : 10g : ca ane 
OTE Mee CET CRS in Se Oe : ele : 1205 
Pragrie doss-—----+22--.-1...--.~~~-~~ : &9 : wih ys 
Be ROS Ng lea en ee : 73 : LGes 
CUPS ESIR © ULES iOS Ek i el one ea : 68 : 8.9 
ry Pete Pa ee : 37 : uig 
Pmt reeds nia. oe a ges 36 : 47 
mec ter yecc mea tion———-- +40 +--+ : 34 : Lt 
eve anOe mma Tre Ch Nia mk ole a : 33 : 4,3 
Rye ------------~----------~-~+------------ : 23 : 3.6 
SUdAaN £Tass-—----—-—_-----~---. +--+. + +- : 25 ; BTS 
Bar ley--------------~----------- waa : 25 : oe 
Dairy cattle breeding------------~-~---- ‘ 25 : x Ge 
Reef-cattle breedi TS wn ee re ee ee eee z Bt K Cae | 
Kea bbits-----...—. ce ee ne me ee ee ae : el Y oe 
Oop ete ee ee : 20 : 2.6 
Me ee Oe ee ee : cO : BiG 
eee ee ee eo bees 18 : 2.4 
Home-economics practices: ‘ : 
Canning—--—---——. = 4 +--+ - + ---- ; the : AN ee! 
GLotiines (eerersglj——-----2 &0 : 10.5 
VEU ets ap) SMe BI oe Ve Saale a ee ean : 60 : rts 
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irrigated vs, dry-land farming. - Twenty-five per cent of the farms included 
in the study were irrigated farms located in the Platte River valley. The remain- 
ing 75 per cent were dry-lend farms located on the pleins in both directions from 
the river. In the case of the irrigated farms, 63 rer cent had been influenced by 
extenSion work to adopt one or more farm or home practices. In the case of the dry 
land farms, 79 per cent reported adopting practices taught by the extension service. 
The difference in favor of dry land farms is no doubt largely due to the fact that 
the growing of sugar beets is the principal industry in the irrigated sections. The 
sugar-beet companies have large numbers of agricultural agents from whom the farmers 
secure the greater part of their information with regerd to better methods of hand- 
ling sugar beets. The edventage of the dry-land farms as brought out in Table 9 is 
further emphasized by the fact that the percentage of tenants is about 10 yer cent 
greater in the case of irrigated farms than in the case of dry-land farms. 


y-land farming to farms changing practices 


Table 9. - Relation of irrigated sn 


Se 


: : : Fercentage or farms > Average number 
: Number: Fercentage; chanzing o4 ere of practices 
Item eos ar sor atl, |< (Aseria: 2ome ec: “Any : changed 
: ferms: farms {CU LEU ret ONOMICS ipractice .* 
irrigated farms---: 192: 25 Seehe bose Bo veecpin ns 63 ; Bos, 
Dry—-land farms----: 573 : 75 ae : 2 : 79 : 3.0 
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farm owner, the adoption of improved practices was resorted in the case of &3 per 
cent of the farms. (Table 10.) Where the farms were opereted by tenants, improved 
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practices were reported in only 64 rer cent of the cases. The average number of 
improved practices adopted per farm was also somewhat greater in the case of the 
owners. Apparently extension work has been somewhat more effective in Logan County 
in reaching farm owners than in reaching tenants. This seems to be true in both the 
case of the farm woran and the farm man. As brought out in connection with the 
discussion of Table 9, a proportionately larger mumber of the tenants were engaged 


in irrigated farming than in dry-land farming. 
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nize of farm. - For purposes of comparison, the 192 irrigated farms have 
been divided into three groups according to relative size. The 573 dry-land ferms 
have been divided in a similar way. In Table 11, the small irrigated farms and the 
small dry land farms have been combined in one sroup. a a similar way the medium- 
sized irrigated and the medium-sized dry land, large irrigated and tl lerge dary 
land farms have been grouped. It will be noted that 70 ace cent of the small farms 


Table ll, - Relation of size of farms to mumber of farms changing practices 


:Number: Averag ge:  Percentasze of farms: Averag moumber 
size SeuOLt aipeize.-: . Chan@ing. practices. ..: of practices 
: farms: :Agri- :Home ec-: “Any : changed 
: : 'Culwre :Onomice : practices Wieat 
: : Acres : : : : 
Small: : : ; : : : 
(100 acres and less, : : : : : : 
irrigated or 2ho : : : : 4 : 
acres and less, dry : : : : : : 
1a) ea Pease ee ele at Ee) 30 2 = JOP or 2.5 
Medium: 3 : : : : : 
(101-160 acres ir- : : : : : : 
rigated or 241 + : ; : : : : 
Pooeeerecagary jandj--s 0920102. 2672. 67.2. 3L.. 2 Jey o: 2.9 
Large: ; : : : : : 
(161 acres and over, : : : : : : 
irrigated or 4Ol : : : : : : 
Sere Seandnover dry: : : : : : 
Ped MerenOrn Ogee. . Coes kFGa> 8 Sian 3.5 


reported the adoption of practices taught by the extension service as compared to 7e 
per cent of the medium-sized farms and 83 per cent of the large farms. The average 
mumber of practices changed per farm increases from 2.5 in the case of the small 
farms to 2.9 in the case of the medium-sized farms and 3.5 in the case of the large 
farms. The difference in favor of the large farms seems to te principally concerned 
with agricultural practices, th percentage of homes adopting home practices being 
about the same in all three groups, The operators of the larger farms, whether | 
irrigated or dry land, are apparently making greater use of extension work than are 
the operators of the smaller farms. 


Distance from extension office. - Are the farm operators and home makers 
living nearest the county extension office being reached more effectively than the 
farm operators and the home makers living at a distance? To throw some light on 
this question, the farms have been divided into groups according to the distance 
from the county extension office. (Table 12.) Sixty-six per cent of the farms 
located within 10 miles of the ne office reported changed practices. This 
was true of 71 per cent of the farms located between 10 and 19 miles and of 85 per 
cent of the farms located more aa 20 miles away. The increase in percentage of 
farms reached with the greater distance from the county extension office is som- 
what more true with the agriculwrel vractices than with the home practices. ‘The 
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farm located 25 or 30 miles from the extension office is apparently being reacted 


even more effectively than the farm located from one to 10 miles. away. In this 
connection, attention Should be called to the fact that the extension office is 
located in the heart of the irrigated section which may account for part of the 
difference in favor of the farms loceted farthest away. 
Table le. - Relation of distance from extension office to farms changing practices 
:Number: Percentage Percentage of farms ; Average n mamber 
Group som Oe RO Pano. dh ee changing practices»: of practices 
:farms : farms : Agri- :Home ec-: Any : changed 
: : x rcudvure:onomics :pracy ice: 
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Nature of roads. = Two hundred forty-six or 52 per cent of a 
were located on improved roads (concrete, macadam, gravel) while 519 far 
per cent were located on unimproved roads. (Table 13.) Seven ner cent more of the 
farms on unimproved roads than of the farms on improved roads reported tne adoption 
of improved practices, indicating that the extension service reaches in equally as 
effective a manner, farms located on the unimproved cross roads and tlhe farms lo- 
cated on the improved main thoroughfares, 


bie 13. - Nature of roads in relation to farms chanzing practices 
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Participation in extension activities. - Twelve per cent of the farms fron 
Which records were obtained had had extension activities conducted on the farm or 
the home. (Table 14.) Ninety-nine per cent of the farms in this group reported 
the adoption of improved practices. An additional 51 per cent of the farms wd 
attended extension activities on neighboring farms or at community centers. Highty- 
five per cent of the farms in this group hadaaceented new practices. Thirtyzsegvon 
per cent of the farms studied te.d not taken rart in any extension activity. Fifty— 
four per cent of this group had changed farm or home practices. The average number 
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of practices changed by the farms reached in the first group was 5,2 as compared to 
2.9 for the second group and 2.1 in the third group. The visiting of demonstration 
attendance at meetings,auto tours and the like have a very close relationship to 
the adoption of better practices. It is interesting to note, however, that more 
than one-half of the people not taking part in extension activities have been ree 
enced to accept some of the practices taught 


Table 14. — Participation in extension activities as bearing 
on farms changing practices 
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Contact with extension workers. - Some member of the farm family had been 
in touch with a representative of the extension service in the case of /0 per cent 
of all the farms. (Table 15.) Bighty-eight per cent of the farms in this group 
changed practices as compared to 4e per cent of the farms not in touch with the 
extension workers. More than twice as many improved practices were reported 


Table 15. — Contact with county extension agents and specialists 
as related to farms changing practices 
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adopted per farm in the first group ag in the second grovp. Direct contact with 
extension worzers 

the like seems to have an important bearing upon the ad 
Participation in extension activities, however, would gs 
in spreading improved oractices than mere contact with extension workers. There 
naturally a very close relationshio between contact with extension workers and 
participation in extension activities since many of the contacts are made at 
demonstration meetings, community meetings and similar events, 


was 


Boys’ and Girls! Club Work 


One hundred sighty-eight boys and girls from 125 of the farms were either 
nrolled in club project work or had been so enrolled at some previous time. 
Table 16.) ‘These 188 boys and girls are 21 per cent of &ll the children on the 

farms studied between the ages of 10 and 20 years. The 125 farms represented in 
Club work are 33 per cent of the farmg with children of club age. Junior demon- 

strations were reported as having influenced 4 per cent of all the farm and home 
practices changed, 


Table 16,- Farms and children in junior project work 
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Farm and home records odteined-~+--------~----- we - 16 

Farms with children uncer 21 yearg—-~-----~---- Ate a 5&2 
Farms with children of club ege (10 - 20 yearg)------~-------- os 319 
Number of children of club age (10 - 20 yearg)---~- eae tae cated 97 
serms with boys and girls in junior project work-—---~--------~-------- 125 
Fercentage of farms with children of club age—<~---------------—<— Ew: 
Number of boys and girls in junior project worke----------------- - 188 
Percentage of boys end girls of paae age (10 - 20 years)~~-----~--- ey 
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Attitude Toward Extension 


An effort was made in the case of ell the farms bo learn the farner's and 
S coe =n 4 , i See Fe: \ Rete ails 3 ea 
the farm woman's attitude tow rd the extension service. (lable 17.) Sixty—siz 
per cent of the (65 farms were reported fuvorablie to the extension service, 


iwenty~nine per cent of the farms were luke warm or indifferent. Two per cent of 


the ferms were actively opposed to extension work. In the case of the remaining 
tures per cent of the farss, no attitude was recorded, The opposition to exten~ 
sion work among rural people is so slight as to be of little concern. The fact, 
However, that nearly one farmer out of three is not interested in extension is of 
great concern to extension agents. ; 
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Table 1/. —Attitude toward extension 
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litem 3 Number :. Percentage 
Farm records obtained--~---------~---------------- : 165 : 100 
Farms reported favorable---~----------- ae : 50g : 66 
Farms reported indifferent--~--~--------------~-~--- : 219 ‘ 2g 
Farms reported opposed-----~---~-----~------------- : 14 : e 
Farms reporting no attitude--~--~------------~----- : ou : 3 
summary 


The study included 765 farms or 94 per cent of all the farms located in 
the southern half of Logan County, Colo. 

In the case of (5 ver cent of the farms, or three out of every four, im- 
proved farm or home practices taught by the extension service had been put into 
Dracuice. 


A total of 1,/34 different practices were reported changed, .This is an 
average of 3 practices per farm reached, 


Fifty-seven per cent of the 5/3 farms changing practices reported the in- 
fluence of propaganda methods. Personal-service methods were reported by 43 
per cent of the farms reached, and object-legson methods by the same percentage. 
Pifty-five per cent of the farms changing practices mentioned indirect influence, 


Of the 1,/34 practices reported, propaganda methods were cited in the case 
of 42 per cent, object-lesson methods in $l per cent, personal-—service methods in 
e9 per cent, and indirect influence in connection with 26 per cent of the practice 


seventy-nine per cent of the dryland farms reported changed practices as 
compared to 63 per cent of the irrigated farms 


Where the farms were operated by their owners, 83 per cent changed prac— 
tices as compared to 64 per cent where the farms were operated by tenants, 


A slightly larger proportion of the large farms than of the small farms 
had been reached by extension. 


Distance from the extension office and nature of roads do not seem to be 
of great significance, since a slightly larger percentage of the farms farther 
away as compared to those located close to the extension office, and of those 
located en unimproved roads as compared to improved roads, had accepted new 
practices, 
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Where members of the farm family had attended meetings or taken part in 
other extension activities, practices taught by the extension service hac been 
accepted in more than 9 cases out of every 10, Where extension activities had 
not been participated in, oniy 5 farms out of 10 
twice ag many practicss were also adopted by the’ 
the farms in the second group. 
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Twice as many of the farms having been in touch with extension agents 
adopted improved practices as of the farns not enjoying such contact. Those 
in touch with extension agents were also reacned twice ag intensively. 


Twenty-one per cent of the boys and girls of club age wers enrolled in 
club projects or had been so enrolled, 


Two farms out of three were reported favorable to extension work while 
only one farm out of 50 was opposed, 


How to reach more farms and to get all farmers and home makers to adopt 
a) 


more improved practices is the question ever present with extension workers. 
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